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SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT – II (2014-2015)
ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE
Class - X

Maximum Marks: 70

Instructions :
The question paper is divided into three sections.
Section A
:
Reading
Section B
:
Writing and Grammar
Section C
:
Literature

20 marks
25 marks
25 marks

SECTION A : READING
(20 Marks )
1

Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow :

Forest gardens are probably the world's oldest form of land use and most resilient agro
ecosystem. They originated in prehistoric times along jungle-clad river banks and in the wet
foothills of monsoon regions
Forest gardens are still common in the tropics and known by various names such as :
home gardens in Kerala in South.
India, Nepal, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Tanzania; Kandyan forest gardens in Sri Lanka,
huertos familiares, the "family orchards" of Mexico; and pekarangan, the gardens of "complete
design", in Java. These are also called agro forests and where the wood components are short
statured, the term shrub garden is employed.
The BBC's Unnatural Histories claimed that the Amazon rainforest, rather than being a
pristine wilderness, has been shaped by humans for at least 11,000 years through practices
such as forest gardening and terra preta. In many African countries, for example Zambia,
Zimbabwe, Ethiopia and Tanzania, gardens are widespread in rural, peri-urban and urban
areas and they play an essential role in establishing food security. Most well known are the
Chaga or Chagga gardens on the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania. These are an
excellent example of an agro forestry system.
Robert Hart coined the term "forest gardening" during the 1980s. Starting as relatively
conventional smallholders, Hart soon discovered that maintaining large annual vegetable
beds, rearing livestock and taking care of an orchard were tasks beyond their strength.
However, a small bed of perennial vegetables and herbs he planted was looking after itself
with little intervention.
The three main products from a forest garden are fruit, nuts and green leafy
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vegetables.
From the agro forestry point of view, perhaps the world's most advanced country is
the Indian state of Kerala, which boasts no fewer than three and a half million forest
gardens...As an example of the extraordinary intensively of cultivation of some forest gardens,
one plot of only 0.12 hectares (0.30 acres) was found by a study group to have
twenty-three young coconut palms, twelve cloves, fifty-six bananas, and forty-nine
pineapples, with thirty pepper vines trained up its trees. In addition, the small holder grew
fodder for his house-cow.

2

(a)

Where did the Forest gardens originate ?

(b)

By what other names are forest gardens known as ?

(c)

What are the claims of the BBC about Amazon rainforests ?

(d)

Name the gardens of Africa that are the best examples of an agro forestry system.

(e)

Who coined the term Forest Gardening ?

(f)

What discovery did Robert Hart make about 'forest gardening' ?

(g)

What are the three main products we get from forest gardening ?

(h)

Which is the world's most advanced country from the agro forestry point of view ?

Read the following passage carefully :

The Sahara sets a standard for dry land. It’s the world’s largest desert. Relative
humidity can drop into the low single digits. There are places where it rains only about once
a century. There are people who reach the end of their lives without even seeing water come
from the sky.

Yet beneath the Sahara are vast aquifers of fresh water, enough liquid to fill a small
sea. It is fossil water, a treasure laid down in prehistoric times, some of it possibly a million
years old. Just 6,000 years ago, the Sahara was a much different place. It was green.
Prehistoric rock art in the Sahara shows something surprising: hippopotamuses, which need
year round water.

“We don’t have much evidence of a tropical paradise out there, but we had something
perfectly liveable,” says Jennifer Smith, a geologist at Washington University in St Louis.
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At times when the Northern hemisphere tilts sharply towards the sun and the planet
makes its closest approach, the increased blast of sunlight during the north’s summer months
can cause the African monsoon (which currently occurs between the Equator and roughly 17 �
N latitude) to shift to the north as it did 10,000 years ago, inundating North Africa.

Around 5,000 years ago the monsoon shifted dramatically southward again. The
prehistoric inhabitants of the Sahara discovered that their relatively green surroundings were
undergoing something worse than a drought (and perhaps they migrated towards the Nile
Valley, where Egyptian culture began to flourish at around the same time).

As the land dried out and vegetation decreased, the soil lost its ability to hold water
when it did rain. Fewer clouds formed from evaporation. When it rained, the water washed
away and evaporated quickly. There was a kind of runaway drying effect. By 4,000 years ago
the Sahara had become what it is today.
No one knows how human-driven climate change may alter the Sahara in the future.
It’s something scientists can ponder while sipping bottled fossil water pumped from
underground.
“It’s the best water in Egypt,” Giegengack said-clean, refreshing mineral water. If you
want to drink something good, try the ancient buried treasure of the Sahara.

Answer the following questions : (2x4)
1.

What is unbelievable about some places in the Sahara ?

2.

What does the presence of hippopotamuses in Sahara tell us about this region ?

3.

How was North Africa.

4.

Can Sahara ever change ?

Answer
(1x4)

5.
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Remains of plants and animals turned into rock are called :
(a)

stone

(b)

gems

appropriate

option.

6.

7.

8.

(a)

(c)

anthracite

(d)

fossils

Scientists who study the layer of the earth are called __________.
(a)

geologists

(b)

physists

(c)

astronomers

(d)

ornithologists

The verb form of 'evaporation' is :
(a)

evaporate

(b)

evaporating

(c)

evaporable

(d)

evaporeon

The noun form of 'discovered' is :
(a)

discovery

(b)

finding

(c)

found

(d)

discovering

SECTION B : WRITING AND GRAMMAR
(25 Marks)
3

Write an article in about 100-120 words on the topic, 'Tourism in India'.

5

4

Using the hints given below develop a story in about 150-200 words. Four adventurous and
enthusiastic friends - all eager to explore the world on their own started off for Dalai Lama's
Monastery, Mc Lloyd Gunj-Himachal Pradesh. The In-Charge-the saintly LAMA, was an
impressive personality but Rohan found something strange in his behaviour. We tried to
overlook Rohan's intuition but then..........

10

5

Read the following passage. Fill in the blanks by choosing the most appropriate options
from the ones given below. Write the answers in your answer sheet against the correct

3
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blank numbers. Do not copy the whole passage.
Indian film industry is full (a) __________ exemplary talent especially among the new comers
who (b) __________ extremely intelligent (c) __________ handling their profession.

6

(a)

(i)

of

(b)

(i)

(c)

(i)

(ii)

from

(iii)

in

(iv)

were (ii)

are

(iii)

is

(iv) has been

for

to

(iii)

in

(iv)

(ii)

on

at

The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line against which a
blank has been given. Write the error and correction in your answer sheet against the
correct blank number. Remember to underline the word that you have supplied.

4

Error Correction

7

The student were blessed and given

(a)

_____

_____

a warm farwell by a school management

(b)

_____

_____

the committee and the teachers who teach them

(c)

_____

_____

outgoing students then touch their feet.

(d)

_____

_____

Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows:
Rohan -

I want to confess something.

Suresh -

What is it ?

Rohan -

Today I was very rude to my friends.

Suresh -

Don’t worry, I will tell you a story related to it.

Rohan told Suresh (a) __________. Suresh asked him (b) __________. Rohan said that (c)
__________to his friends Suresh told him not to worry and that he would tell him a story
related to that.

SECTION C : LITERATURE
(25 Marks)
Read one of the extracts given below and answer the questions that follow:-
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‘There’s no time to explain,’ he shouted ‘Just follow me.’

3

I did what I was told. We raced down a corridor and through a door. We ran past some men and out
through another door.
(a)

Who are’we’ and why are they running ?

(b)

What had to be ‘explained’ ?

(c)

What does ‘raced’ mean ?

OR
The ship was cheered, the harbour cleared,

3

Merrily did we drop
Below the kirk, below the hill,
Below the lighthouse top.
(a)

Who does ‘we’refer to ?

(b)

How did the journey begin ?

(c)

What does ‘kirk’ refer to ?

Answer the following questions in about 30-40 words each.
9(i)

Who did Caesar refer to as ‘grey beards’ ? What does this tell you about Caesar ?

2

9(ii)

What was his condition when he was brought to the General Hospital ?

2

9(iii)

Why does D.H.Lawrence refer to the albatross in the poem 'Snake' ?

2

9(iv)

Was Patol Babu able to live up to his mentor’s expectations ? Explain.

2

Answer one of the following questions in about 80-100 words:
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Getting motivated by Patol Babu’s story, you decide to write a letter to your sister telling her 4
about the value of putting in one’s best in everything one does, be it at work, home or play
because the quality of one’s work is a measure of the quality of the person himself. Write the
letter in 80 - 100 words.

OR
It is not the magnitude of the work, but the way it is performed that makes it significant or
insignificant. Justify the statement with reference to the story, 'Patol Babu, Film Star' in 80 100 words.

4

Answer one of the following questions in about 150-200 words:
11

How does Anne describe the ‘invasion’ which the radio announcement calls ‘D-day’ ?

10

OR
How is Anne a role-model for the youth of today ?

10

OR
What activities, other than reading, provide immense pleasure to the author of the book ‘The
Story of My Life’ ?

10

OR
Helen’s firm determination and hard work enabled her to achieve what she wanted.
Elaborate.
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